Spring 2017

Welcome back, Skydivers!
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It’s April in Alberta, and we all know what that means: Second Winter will
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inevitably hit, and we’ll be skydiving - once Second Winter is over, that is…
Opening weekends at Alberta dropzones can sometimes be tricky. Mother
Nature has shown us time and time again that she doesn’t care about our
wanting to skydive. But for those adventurous souls, if the weather
cooperates enough, spring skydiving in Alberta can be a beautiful thing!
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For those of us not lucky enough to be able to travel south over the winter,
this will be the first skydiving we’ve done in months, and that alone is enough
to make us forget how cold it can be! Friends we may not have seen in a while,
the sensation of freefall, and the wonderful sound of airplanes creates an
exciting time of year.

PAGE 6: MEET YOUR
NEW PRESIDENT

Summer will be here soon, and there are a lot of exciting things happening in
Alberta and all over Canada this year. If you’ve got some exciting events to share
with me, please do. And as always, I love to see your pictures, hear your stories
and share your wonderful milestones!
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LISTINGS

I’m looking forward to travelling to all the Alberta dropzones this season. If you see
me, come and say hi - and don't forget the hug! Let’s share some sky together!
See you soon,
Izzy Perry
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Alberta Sport Parachuting Association
Annual General Meeting 2017
Skydive Big Sky, Innisfail, Alberta

This year’s Annual General Meeting was held at Skydive Big Sky in Innisfail, Alberta. Owners and
Staff at Big Sky were very busy over the winter, and they have a brand new classroom they were
eager to show off and share with everyone. It was a great place to hold a meeting! As always, the
hospitality at Big Sky never fails to blow me away. The atmosphere at Big Sky is one of welcome,
enthusiasm and camaraderie.
There were some new faces and old faces at the meeting, and the turnout was great! It was great
to see so many people interested in ASPA.
Among the topics discussed were the new guidelines surrounding subsidies that ASPA provides
to dropzones and skydivers for events. This year, the focus is going to be on keeping our talent
pool as local as possible, and providing more funding for those events that showcase our local
coaches.There is a new form, and that can be found on the ASPA website at aspa.ca/seminarfunding .
If you have any questions about the new subsidy guidelines, please contact the office at
admin@aspa.ca

Elections for the positions of President and Secretary were held, and I’m pleased to
introduce your Board of Directors:
President: Phil Perry
Vice President: Teri Fralick
Secretary: Laura Kerr
Treasurer: Nicole Hiscock (Whyte)
Tina Connolly is ASPA’s Program Administrator
Izzy Perry is the By-Law Officer and Subsidies Processor, as well as the Newsletter Editor
Congratulations go to our 2016 Award Winners:
Volunteer of the year: Nicole Hiscock (Whyte)
Coach of the year: Blair Egan
Instructor of the year: Izzy Perry
Athlete of the year: Dan Stith.
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What’s New on the Dropzones
Edmonton Skydive
Canada's Fastest climbing turbine got a facelift! Back first weekend of May for the 2017 season.
This year we have Amy Chmelecki, Jay Moledzki, Jennie Bartholomew, and a few other amazing
coaches coming to Edmonton Skydive
Our new licensed cafe and bar, “The Dive”, will be operational in May. Come check it out for the
grand opening, the first beer is on Al!
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Welcome, Phizzy Skydivers!
Born from a desire to have more of a voice with
CSPA, Phil and Izzy Perry created Phizzy
Skydivers, CSPA’s newest club.
Calling Eden North home, Phizzy Skydivers
consists of five local skydivers. We’re always
accepting new members though - everyone is
welcome!

Skydive Big Sky
In 2017 season we will be having over 20
events, local and out of country organizers
and training camps. Don't forget Kyle Nelsons
Tattoo accuracy, bands, mixologists, and our
10 year anniversary!
Running the King Air and the Navajo will
ensure quick jumper turnarounds. A special
thanks to everyone who attended opening day
and all who have visited our dropzone over the
years.
Here are a few links to some of our events:
https://www.facebook.com/events/407032019675463/?
ti=icl
https://www.facebook.com/events/243162496146920/?
ti=icl
https://www.facebook.com/events/
1441939219201650/?ti=icl
https://www.facebook.com/events/
293548284413946/?ti=icl
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Skydive Eden North
Last year saw some changes at Eden north,
including downsizing aircraft in light of
Alberta’s economic and political changes.

Alberta Skydivers
Alberta Skydivers Ltd had a quiet winter with
no new projects undertaken.

There were fewer licensed jumpers than
previous years, which was expected; however,
the jump community showed excellent
regrowth and the instructor and coach cadre
remained very strong. The retention rate per
student trained increased and the AFF
retention to “A” license increased in
comparison to previous years.

We are opening 7 days a week starting May 1
with our three Cessnas, two full-time pilots
and several full and part-time instructors. We
will be offering Tandems, Gradual and
Progressive Freefall training.
Experienced skydivers who don't hate jumping
from Cessna's are always welcome!

This year our focus will be on supplying quality
programs for the novice/junior jumpers to
facilitate their progress at a rate superior to
previous standards. We’re very excited to start
the season and put into place some
adjustments to improve the already high
quality training systems.
Stay tuned to our Facebook page and website
for updates!



An SSI Course was held in December 2016
Front Row -- L to R - Danny Pearle, Stewart
Sim, Lance Lefebvre
Back Row - L to R - George Beatteay, Phil Perry
(CF)
Congratulations!!
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Meet Your President
I am grateful for the support and the vote of
confidence at this year’s AGM and look
forward to serving you as President of the
association.
I have been skydiving since 1991 and have
been in based in Alberta since 1995. I was
previously the ASPA President from 2001
through 2008 and led the organization
through the difficult time when we lost access
to gaming funds and had to make some
difficult decisions to keep the association
viable at a time when Provincial Sport
Organizations (PSO’s) were under stress.
Some associations, like BC and Ontario have
folded.
ASPA is one of the only three PSO's that remain
on the scene and it is the strongest of the
three.
I am active and will remain active in CSPA as
the Chair of the Coach Working Committee
and as the CSPA Ratings Processor.
My role as one of three Master Course
Facilitator's for the CSPA and as a Course
Facilitator for C1, C2, JM and SSI allows me to
travel and interact with dropzones and with
instructors and coaches from many different
dropzones around the country.

Canada, the University of Alberta, the
Construction Labour Relations Association
(Alberta) and a number of Construction
Companies. My bread and butter is providing
Construction Management courses for all
levels of management – from Crew Supervisors
to Presidents.
Previously I was a Senior Project Manager for
Industrial Construction Companies building
hundreds of millions of dollars of projects
around Western Canada. This led to my role in
adult education where I was instructing
Construction Management at NAIT for 7 years
prior to standing up my business on a full time
basis.
As President of ASPA, my goal is simple:

To promote and facilitate the development
of sport skydiving in Alberta.
I look forward to working with all of you in
pursuit of this goal.
All my best
Phil Perry
President
Alberta Sport Parachute Association
Email - pres@aspa.ca

My day job is running Perry Educational
Services Ltd. My clients include several
Construction Associations around Western
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DROPZONE LISTINGS
Skydive Big Sky
403-505-5867
info@skydivebigsky.ca
www.skydivebigsky.ca

Eden North
780-489-9000
info@edennorth.com
www.edennorth.com

Alberta Skydivers
403-947-3904
www.albertaskydivers.com

Edmonton Skydive Centre
780-884-5867
www.edmontonskydive.com

ASPA gratefully acknowledges the assistance we receive from:
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