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It’s Spring!!

Spring is upon us, even though
it’s hard to tell sometimes when
we look outside and see all the
snow! But it’s true, spring is
here, and like most of us, ASPA
is doing a bit of spring cleaning.
First, we have a (mostly) new
Board of Directors. The
outgoing board worked very
hard over the last few years to
keep ASPA in shape and help
Alberta skydivers, and they
would all like to thank everyone
for their support. You can meet
your new Board on pages 2-3.
Also, our website is getting an
upgrade! With the upgrade,
comes the need for new
material. So, skydivers, we’re
calling on you! Send us your
pictures, videos, events, you
name it! The more awesome
content we have, the better our
website will be!
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Alberta DZ’s will be doing their
Safety Days in the near future,
and we invite everyone to attend
at their local DZ. It’s never a
bad idea to get together for a
refresher on all things skydiving,
especially for those of us who
have been off for a few months.
Contact your local DZ and find
out when Safety Day is in your
area, and we’ll see you there!
ASPA has some exciting events
planned for this season, and we
want everyone to be involved! If
you have anything you’d like to
plan, and you’d like ASPA’s
help, simply email
admin@aspa.ca for further
information.

See you all at the DZ very soon!

Izzy

Meet your New Board of Directors
Dan Stith - President
I knew from the very first jump I wanted this to be a major part of my life. The
sport of skydiving, to me, is the only sport I have been involved with that truly
has endless possibilities.
Over the past year I made the decision to make this sport and community my
new home. Completing my A, B, and C-CoP’s and taking my C1 course in the
past year, I look forward to further progressing and obtaining many more
ratings.
Even though Eden North is my home dropzone, I look forward to getting out
and visiting all that Alberta has to offer. I have heard of many great places to skydive in our province and
of the people that make these drop zones so great. I can’t wait to meet more of the community.
Currently, I compete in 4-way FS with our team “CTRL-Z”. I spend the majority of my time training
with the team. However, I am always open to jumping with others. There is always something to gain
and I rarely pass up an opportunity to jump with new people.
Many people, as I do, promote the sport in their own ways. I strive to promote the sport through safety,
education, and exposure. I also believe that the sport can expand in many ways. The Alberta Sport
Parachuting Association does a great job of providing a platform for skydivers to learn from and use to
further their own skills. I am excited to have the opportunity to get involved.

Nicole Whyte - Treasurer
Hello!
I have jumped at various drop zones in my skydiving life, both within Alberta and
across Canada, but I am currently calling Eden North my home dz.
I am excited to take over the role of Treasurer on the ASPA Board and am
looking forward to working with the other new members of this executive. I have
to thank Jill (past treasurer) for doing an excellent job, and creating an easy
transition for me.
In addition to being ASPA's Treasurer, I am also on CSPA's Women's Initiatives
Committee, which is dedicated to increasing female memberships and retaining
our current female members through various training and development opportunities. So if any of you
females have training or development ideas, feel free to email them to me.
While I have had many memorable moments in skydiving, I think one of my prouder moments occurred
last year, where I was on the Canadian women's big way record.
Away from the dropzone, (in the off-season) I am also a synchronized skater - yes, think synchronized
swimming on ice - but with 20 girls. Or in skydive terms, a synchronized 20-way (of any discipline).
If you see me around the dz, feel free to stop me and say hello!

Laura Kerr - Secretary
Hi everyone! My name is Laura Kerr and I am excited to be the
new Secretary of ASPA. This is the first time I’ve put my name
forward so this whole experience will be new to me but I couldn’t be
more thrilled to do so. I’ve been a member of ASPA since 2009,
when I began my skydiving career out at Eden North. Since then,
I’ve spent many hours and days working on my belly flying, through
weekdays and weekends at Eden, and trips to Eloy and Seattle for
fun jumps, camps, and tunnel time.
I am currently in the process of certifying my Coach 1, as well as putting together another team for the
provincial 4-way FS competition this summer. I’ve also got goals to complete my JM, SSI, C2, AFF
instructor and Tandem ratings all in good time. As a member of the ASPA family, I would like to see
more female involvement within our sport. It’s always nice to see girls out for their first jumps and would
love to encourage them to continue on with their AFF training. As a coach and fun jumper, I believe I
can help make the drop zone an even more welcoming place. That being said, alongside the lovely Izzy
Perry, we are planning a female boogie to be held at Eden North this summer. With the full support of
our DZO, Lyal Waddell, we know this event will be a fantastic success.
I look forward to meeting other members of ASPA that I don’t already know, and ‘diving’ into this
exciting new chapter of my life.

CJ Godkin - Vice President
I’m very happy to be returning for another term as Vice-President
of ASPA. I feel that this year is going to be an exciting one; there is
so much being planned for Alberta Dropzones!
I’ve learned a lot the last year with ASPA, and I’m looking forward
to working with our new Board members and doing a lot of good
things for Alberta skydivers this year.
Look forward to seeing each of you at the Dropzone!

Maximum Ride
Canada’s National 8-Way Formation Skydiving Team (2012)

Members from left top to bottom right (Heather Porteous, Garth Brown, Sebastian Leybold, Dave Heatherley – video flyer,
Aidan Walters, Andrea Greening, Bruce Robertson, Brett Gersekowski, Don Cambell, Andy Honigbaum – coach)

Maximum Ride was formed in 2011 and is the first
Canadian National 8-way FS team to attend a
World Parachuting Championship since 1997. We
faced many adversities, including an uphill battle to
get the National Competition Committee to let us
go to the world meet, since the team was far from
meeting the midpoint average of the previous
World Parachuting Championships. In the end it
was our commitment to the training plan to
improvement that won us the privilege to attend
the 2012 WPC in Dubai.

flyer in the fall. Keeping the same 8 players
together over the long run is not easy.

After the 2011 Nationals in Westlock the team
focused on training at Paraclete XP’s simply
awesome 16’4” diameter recirculating wind tunnel
near Raeford, NC – a tunnel large enough to
accommodate 8 flyers and the ability to train most
of the 8-way block moves. Several 4 on 4 player/
coach camps were completed with the current
world champion US Army Golden Nights, allowing
each piece partner to fly with an experienced
world champion competitor.

The team pulled it together a month later at the
worlds in Dubai with a 7.5 average, despite only
having opportunity to complete a single warm up
jump prior to the meet. We placed 15th beating the
last place team from Singapore by 6 points after 8
rounds and finished only 2 points behind Austria,
who we felt were our most direct competition. In
the end we were proud to bring Canada back to
the 8-way event after such a long absence from
international competition.

Sebastian Leybold joined the team as point flyer in
the spring of 2012 and Aidan Walters joined as Tail

cont...

We began focusing on jump training in September
with a short 4-day camp consisting of 38 jumps at
Skydive Chicago. Much to my surprise it took
almost the entire camp to master a consistent exit
chunk. We then attended the 2012 US Nationals in
October completing a further 22 jumps including
the meet itself. We placed 6th out of 7 teams
posting a 6.0 average.

...cont. from page 4
Our host, Sheikh Mansoor Bin Mohammed
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, spared no expense
hosting the event spending tens of
millions. Our luxury ocean side
accommodations were only a 20 min
beach walk away from the DZ. We had
three catered meals every day including a
grand BBQ at a luxury desert resort for all
2,000-delegation members (and for
anyone that thinks style and accuracy is a
dying discipline, think again - as 600 of
those delegation members were there for
that discipline alone.) A temporary bar was
set up on the DZ featuring marble floors
and waiters dressed in business suits nicer than Photo of a training jump over the city of Dubai taken at the
World Parachuting Championships Dec, 2012
most skydivers would own. The opening and
closing ceremonies included a never-ending
display of fireworks and a private concert featuring superstar singers Katy Perry and Usher. After Dubai we
took a break with most of the team reconvening to have some fun at this years Nationals in Nouvel Air, QC.
We felt good, had some great jumps and managed to pull off a win with an even better 8-point average. We
were surprised and pleased at the incredible interest in 8-way as there were six registered 8-way teams two
of which were very focused on winning the
meet.
With three new members Maximum Ride is
now gearing up to prepare for the next World
Meet scheduled to take place in the Czech
Republic in August of 2014. We are planning
on 200 training jumps and 13 hours of tunnel.
For anyone considering team training, the
great friendships and rewards of training
together are amazing! But so is the
commitment of time, money and hard work.
A big thank you goes to ASPA and it’s primary
sponsor; the Alberta Sport, Recreation, Parks
and Wildlife Foundation for it’s generous high
performance athlete funding assistance.
Come visit us on Facebook at Team Maximum Ride!

News you can use...
ASPA 4-WAY COMPETITION
Once again, ASPA is hosting a provincewide 4-way competition!! Mike DeRoo is

increase the number of teams. Each team
must now have one person with under 250
jumps, two people must have less than 800
jumps, and one person can have an

going to be leading this year’s competition,
indefinite number of jumps. If there is
and ASPA’s very excited to have him on
enough interest, we’ll also add an “open”
board!
category where any team member can have
Get your teams together and contact ASPA any amount of jumps!
for more details. The jump number
requirements have been changed to

For more information, and to register your
team, contact admin@aspa.ca

Reminder to all jumpers: When renewing your
CSPA membership, please make sure to

complete the ratings currency form. This can
be found on the CSPA website at

http://www.cspa.ca/docs/en/forms/currency.pdf

ASPA’s office address has
changed. If you are sending
in anything by snail mail,
please ignore other contact
addresses on old forms,
and use:

ASPA Members! you can now renew your
ASPA membership online, through PayPal.
Simply go to our website at:

ASPA
c/o Tina Connolly
#301, 7708 – 106 Ave
Edmonton, Alberta
T6A 1H5

http://aspa.ca/online-membership-form

Committing to Competition

Over the last couple years, ASPA has revitalized

Accuracy has a long tradition of success in

our commitment to our athletes and

Alberta. ASPA recently replaced the electronic

competitors. This commitment is reflected in

system needed to judge the event, and has

ASPA’s Vision statement: To support ASPA

modernizing the scoring pad to match

members to win sport parachuting

international standards.

competitions at international levels.

As well as equipment, ASPA provides funding to

The growth in Canopy Piloting is evident

our competitive athletes, to help them travel

around the province, with several of our

and train, and gain experience. High

athletes reaching World level competition. To

Performance Athlete Funding, the Travel Fund,

help them in their training, and give them more

and seminar subsidies are available to all ASPA

competitive opportunities, ASPA is investing in

members as they pursue their competitive

the necessary equipment, to make sure our

goals.

competitors have an edge in training.

If you are interested in competition, but
don’t know where to start, contact us!
As dropzones build swoop ponds and

These investments are part of ASPA’s legacy to

encourage the safe progression of our athletes, our sport. We love to see our athletes – at every
ASPA has answered the need for judging and

level – find excitement and satisfaction in

safety equipment. At this point, we’ve invested

training and competing. We are proud of them

in a laser-timed gate system, an accuracy grid,

all.

windblades and inflatable pylons.

Tina Connolly
Pictures by Sara Rendell

In Loving Memory...

RICKI WÜST

DAVID STATHER

BARRY MCAULEY

DROPZONE LISTINGS
Skydive Big Sky
403-505-5867
info@skydivebigsky.ca
www.skydivebigsky.ca

Edmonton Skydive
Centre
780-444-5867
www.edmontonskydive.com

Eden North
780-489-9000
info@edennorth.com
www.edennorth.com

Alberta
Skydivers
403-947-3904
dz@albertaskydivers.com

THANK YOU:

