www.aspa.ca

Letter from the President
What a season it has been! Dropzones in Alberta were able to adapt to
the ever-changing COVID-19 restrictions and get us in the air. However,
I think it’s safe to say that everyone has felt the impacts of the pandemic
to varying degrees. On behalf of ASPA, I would like to thank the
skydivers of Alberta for their ongoing support during this challenging
year. We are eager to get started planning for what we hope is a more
normal 2021 season!
Blue Skies!
Teri Fralick

- LATEST NEWS -

Alberta Provincials
by Veronica Wolf
To end off the 2020 season, Alberta Sport Parachute Association in collaboration with Skydive Extreme
Calgary put on a 2 way intermediate Free Fly competition. Three teams STEPPED UP! Dancing
Twosies, Dixie Normis and F**k COVID … (right?). The draw had our competitors floating the Skyvan
exit, gripping and flipping, kicking sole-to-sole, and reaching hard for the Double-Spock! At the last
moment, the weather turned and our competitors were given an extension to submit their three-round
competition videos by the end of the week. F**k COVID crushed it for the win!
The 2020’s freely competition was an important learning experience for everyone involved, even me. I find
that people eager to grow in our sport find ways to push harder, fly higher, and claw their way up the
learning curve. Competition drives us to jump with purpose; to communicate through movement and eye
contact; to manage our emotions through breathing; and to find that critical LEVEL-SLOT-DOCK! 2-way
freely is the bomb! This is where the real growth happens, at every level. Every single one of us will
become better fliers by participating in competitive events. This was my first-time organizing Provincials and
I enjoyed every minute.
Thanks to ASPA and SEXC for hosting a great event! To all the participants: Be proud of yourselves for
sticking to your goals and pushing to new heights!

Freefly Awards
First Place:

F*ck COVID
Luke Redmond, & Sean Woolverton
Video by Reed Anderson & Rosie Manning

Second Place:

Dancing Twosies
Matt Dreidger & Kazz Gallant
Video by Connor Figg

- DROPZONE UPDATES Skydive Eden North
Our season at Eden North was quite different, as I suspect was the case for all dropzones in Alberta. We
started off responding to the COVID situation by calling our minister of economic affairs where we thought
we would get our direction from the most reliable source. Our intent from the beginning was to follow the
direction of our elected government and do the best we could to keep on Skydiving and keep people that
we know and love safe.
At first, I thought it would take about five years to find out if we did the right thing but I know now that we will
never know for sure. All we do know is that we did something. We did find that after we made a commitment
to go one direction the rules had already changed and lo and behold within a couple of months the minister
of economic affairs was no longer holding that position. In any case, we developed four cohorts that worked
in pairs with separate packing areas, washrooms and debriefing areas. Only one cohort was allowed in the
aircraft at one time. Masks were worn full-time in the aircraft and in any enclosed area including the packing
area. As directed by the minister we did not do any tandems or students. Each cohort got six hours a day
jumping on Saturdays and Sundays.
A lot of restrictions, but our people bought into it and made it work effectively and very efficiently. We
certainly found drawbacks such as the lack of simple fun interaction with regular friends, and the ability to
jump with a varied group of people. On the positive side we had many novice jumpers take advantage of
the coaches in their group and expand their skills in Skydiving exponentially. For the ones that took
advantage of this opportunity, it was a great success.
Many thanks to all our instructors that gave so much this season and helped develop our skydive
community and keep it moving ahead. So much was needed to be done in each cohort to develop and
move forward while dealing with all of our new restrictions that changed throughout the season. Thank you
all so very much.
I’d also like to tip my hat to Kat Bee. She put her foot down and questioned the minister's decision which
allowed her to play by a different set of rules. I believe we all worked within the guidelines which we were
given, and I think Alberta skydiving as a whole performed very well. Cheers to all our Alberta Skydivers and
ASPA.
Looking forward to next season!
- Lyal

Alberta Skydive Central & Edmonton Skydive
Our DZs did better than expected given the Covid
circumstances. We were pleased to have zero
cases as a result of the communities' efforts to
comply with Transport Canada regulations. We’re
hoping to bring back the fun 2021 with fewer or no
restrictions and a business as usual model. Fingers
crossed.
- Al

Skydive Extreme Calgary
We are very fortunate to have had such a successful second skydiving season at Skydive Extreme Calgary.
Due to COVID-19 we opened on the Father’s day weekend, coinciding with the longest day of the year,
setting the pace for our season. This year we created “skydiver-only" times at our DZ to provide
jumpers with more separation from our tandem business, shorter waits, and the opportunity for cohort
events.
We hosted a Coach 1, JM, and two Strong Tandem Instructor courses. Flight-1 came to SEXC for 4 days in
August to provide our jumpers and new graduates the opportunity to enhance their canopy skills. Due to
high demand, two additional local canopy courses were also held later in the season. A solid base of Solo
and A licensed jumpers were created at our DZ this summer, and return students from last season
progressed nicely into further CoPs. A women’s skills camp was also held in September, giving skydiving
ladies a place to grow their skills.
We were chosen by ASPA to host the Freefly portion of the Alberta Skydiving Provincials. We wanted to
host opportunities for participants to polish up their skills for the competition, so we worked with a few iFly
instructors to provide load organizing and coaching during skydiver-only times. A Skyvan was available for
the September long weekend providing us with lift power for the Freefly Provincials, Angles demonstration
jumps and a chance to honour Gordon White’s 75th birthday.
It was a successful season with jumps all the way up until November. We want to thank all of our skydivers
and students for their amazing participation and respect during these times.
- Kat

- YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS Welcome back Laura Leybold!
Secretary
Laura began jumping at Eden North in 2009 with a focus on belly relative
work. She has done a small amount of competing at the Provincial level and
currently holds her C1 and SSI ratings. She's been a member of ASPA since
her early days in skydiving and is grateful for the support she was given
throughout her licensing. She's excited to be a part of the ASPA team.
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- PROGRAMS ASPA has a number of programs to assist local jumpers and promote skill-development
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Alberta Dropzones
Alberta is home to some of the finest DZs in Canada. Here's where to skydive:

www.aspa.ca

